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Weaver 


The History of Germantown. 


The history of Germantown in Feuquier County, Virginia, like 
many other localities in tho United States runs back to 
Switzerland and the Valley of the Rhine. 


In 1709, Christopher von Graffenreid, a momber of a noble 
Swiss family then in London, conceived the idea of bettering 
his fortunes by founding a Swiss and German Colony in America, 


were losating silver mines in that locality. “or these reu- 
sons Governoe Spotswood took on interest in De Graffonroid, 

who told him that through his friends end rolatives in Cermeny 
he could get skilled miners to come to America end tis develop 
the supposed silver mincs. 


In 1712 the profect took definite ond De Oraffenreid went to 
to secure miners from Germany. : 


The Colonists who finally founded the cormmtowm settlement 

in Feuquier came from the olfl Principeliby of Nassaa Slegon 

Germenry, sna their homes were in the neighborhood of Siexon 
the capital of the District. 


The Colony vas organized in 1712 ani went to London ----<--- 
wonswpormo mershents of that city osree&é to afivanec tho money 
necessery to send the Colonist to virginia, with the under- 
standing that Governor Spotswood vould. reimburse them. ‘he 
Germans had some money of thir om and te merchants advanced 
the remenider. he oolonista eciled from London in the be- 
ginning of the year 1714 and reechod Virginia in the month of 
April 1714. ; ; 


The Germm colony sonsistod, upon ifs arrival in Virginio of 
forty-two persone and in 1724, whon living in Gormantorn in the 
present. County of Fauquier, they proved their imprtction in 

the County Court of Spotsylvania in order to take up land unter 
tha Headeright Act. 


Their nemos wore os follows: John Kemper end Alice Kateina 
his wife; Jacob Holtzelaw and his wifo hivrgaret and son John 
Henry; John Josoph Mardten (iiartin) ond wifo Marian Katrine; 
John Spilinnn oni wife Mary; Hormen ishvack ond wife sabhrina; 
John Ttuffman (John Honry Hoffman) ani wife Acthrina; Josoch 
Gantz (Kuntz-Coons) and mifo Katrina and son John Anolis: 


Weaver 


Will of Tilman venver; Leg.-beloved wife anne Klizebeth 
Weaver, the use of my plantation «nd lund, adjoining which 
I now iave and clso @ tract of 111 acres, being the land I 
ho@ of Mertin Hordin, vhich was tilen up by John Hardin; 
reverskon of this bequest to my con son Tilman \ieaver at 
tho death of my vito; eight slaves to my wifc, with revorsion 
to sons Tilmem, John end devghter Susanneh ieaver; daughter 
fnne Kemper, wife to John Kenper; deughter Mary wife to 
Harmon Hitt my tract in Culpeper; to Seven ter Eve Portor 
wife to Samel Forter, 150 acres teing tho C 
0: narles Taylor; son Jacob; deughter hlizaboth; 

doughter Catherine; son John. £xs., beloved wife anne 
Elisabeth «weaver, son Jacok .eaver end son-in-law Some) 
Porter. 

D. December 14, 1759 Re March 27, 1760 

Wit. William Norpan, filman Martin, Thomas Marshell, 

(A great deal of land and many slaves). 

Fauquicr-\/i1ll Book I, pe 13. 


Joseph Hitt end wife Mary, Hermon Kemper and wife Cutherine, 
and anne Elizubeth Weaver to jjilfiem Hunton +----- land 
bounded by «rmietead Churchill, william itvssell, vhich he 
bought of thomas and Semuel Porter and is the land which desce 
sconded to Mery , Catherine and Anne Llizcbeth as sisters - 


ond coheiresses of Tilman Cowns, decd. May 27, 1762. 
Fouguier, besa Book I, p» 323 


Appraisal catate of Tilman \ieaver, June 24, 1762, 
Appraised by John Wright, Jeremiah Darnal, John Sinklecr, 
June 24, 1762, \ ig 
Fauquier W411 Book I, Pe 52. 
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Feaquier Under the Propritorship by Grooms 1 
B, 122. ” 
A warrent was issued in the summer of 1718 for 1,805 acres : 
lying on both sides of Licking Run, to "Jacob Holtzclaw, 

John Hoffman, John Fishback, Peter Hitt, Harman Fishback, 

Tilman Weaver, John Spillman and poveral, other Germans’, 

Of the latter were John Kemper, John Joseph Martin, Joseph fi 
Coons and Jacoh keoter, These men and one, whose identity 

is not. established, moved with their families from Gormanna 

and traveling thé é1a Iroquois trail occupied the Licking 

Run tract in 1720. i 


The bill filed in Feuquier County gourt------ stctes that the 
twelve Germans entered into an agreement with each other 

that each should bear equally the expense of acquiring the 
title to this tract; that the land should be divided into 
twelve parts of 1590 acres each, vhich should be distributed 
by lot ete. 


The Rev. James Kemper, grandson of John Kemper, throws fur- 
ther light on the orginizotion of of the Germantoim commn- 
ity. He says --- thet each of the tmolve shares in the 
Germantow grant was surveyed in an oblong square, the run 
or creck passig through the middledof coach tract. He elso 
testifies that in thcir trek to Gormantom the colonists 
packed all their provosions on their heads and thereafter 
raised their first crop with hoes, in both of which their 
women bore e part. 


P. 129 At the present time there are descendents of but one 
of the twelve familics living on the Germantown tract, A 
Miss Weaver and hor brother still own about 130 acres of this 
tract, and it is evidently a pert of the tract that waa orig- 
dnally set off to Milman Jcaver, The original \\eaver house 
bailt of logs, now weatherboarded with poplar still stands, 
Jt was built in 1721, as a poplar board over the door vith 
this date carved on it shows. 


ele 


See nee Tinh Sonia 


ea ane 2 


The 1714 Colony of Germanna 
Virginia, 


On April 7th ond Jung 2, 1724, twelve heads of families 
appsared at a court held for Spotsylvania County, Virginia, 
in order to prove their right to take up land eccorfing to 
royal charter, They nede oath that they had com to Vir- 


tania in 1714. wooetheir names us follows; 
I dason Kolzclan, ne wifo Margaret cna John ond Honry 
5 SONS. 


2. Keymon Pishbosk ani Kathrin« his wife 

3. John lishback and sgnes his wite. 

4. John Ccmper und slice Kathrina his wife 

5. Johnemes Mortin ond Maria Katrine his vife 
6. John Spellman ong Mary his wife. 

7, John Mnifman and Kethrine his wife 


&. Joseph Cunts oné nis wife Kuthorina, his son John 
Annalis (sic) ani Kothrina his daughtor. 


9. Jacon Kickart (Aegtor), his wife clizabeth and his son 
‘olin 


16. Milchort Brambock and Elizabeth his wife. 
11. Tilinan Weaver und his mother ann Weaver. 
12. Peter Hitt end Nlizabeth his wife. 


Those affidevits mention only twenty-nine persons, although 
other contemporaneous documents state that the colony on- 
sisted of some forty porsons, ‘fhe order to the surveyor 
to lay out these land were not viven t411 May 1729. 


In 1927 the writer (\/illiom J, Hinke, gh. D.) visted Siegen 
ond found in the church records of the Reformed church there 
entries referring to other menbers of the 1714 colony (that 

is other than Fishback ani Kemper), 


Families from Muesen. 

The Merten (Martin) Fomily. Jacob Merten, Bergschoffe (chict 
miner) born about 1634. He died Oot. 19, 1689. He marricd 
Jon. 24, 1654, Morgarote Eichen, who died Sept. 1, 1693. Their 


ehildren --- among othors, Hans Jacob, bapt. Sept. 23, 1660) 
died Aug. 26, 1693, Ho married Oot. 27, 1687, Anna Barbara 
furmback, daughter of the agsistent Judge Friedrich vurmbaohs 


Thir children, ----- Johann Jost, born May 24, 1691, who 
emigrated to Virginia in 1714. 
Virginia WistorLocd, Magazine, vole XL, De 517-325 


Fanilios frou Qboxfiseabach. 


The Cuntzo (Kuntac, Gantz) Family. 01 Jan. 20, 1704., the 

banns vere procladica at OborSisahbaah of Joat Kuntze, Hon i 
of Johnannes Kuntze, late of M4oderndorf and of Anan Sertrad } 
aQaugnser of Lartiaas kelaseiads; snoy vero married ¥eb. 7th 
‘tnely childven weve 1. Joniaimes, vapt. gril, 1d, L708 ct, 
Nisterdorts fe .nnk vlizahsth; bupte Doe. 53, 1708; op. ana’ 
Moverotha, Gu. of Jillunn huatse and -lisctsth, wife of 

¥elontin Sciuislder; 3, Chelstlan, be sige 30, L712, ope 

Christian mints. 


. the objcetion to tule déontifiantion are cvidemt: 1, The . 
ame of Joan M™mats's wits in tue Virgivia records ts Cutherdine; 
fe The news of bivy calldrow of the Virginia seam: Cuntz, 
vere dohn, wanslis ‘i Shrine Bub, 1% camot be reserded 

as beyond the range of possibility that 1. Joha cunte's vife 
died in 1718; & his son Christian nay also have dic¢ end 3, 

the nunc Annalis in she Virginio resords cunnot bo who numa of 
& son, bat mst be the woll-knowm abbreviation of the teruon 
meme imna Niizabeth, and that was the second child of the 
cberfisckorck man,  Henee the possibility that the tuo pere 
sons aro identical vemains. (Notice that the Virginia 
recorls of tho family prove %ha% the name Tiliman is curried, 
vhich the writer @id@ not kmow shout. f. 4. C) i 


The Weber (Weaver) Pamtly. 


Tho name of Tillman veber (Vaaver) aml hie nother ama ais 
thus far ast beon found, eithor ot Siszran or in its neigh- 
bor hood. Bat itr. Inrle roports that the surname \eber is 
founi ot Miserfeli, Miedersehelden and /cidenau. Tulsa lecvos 
somothing for the future historian to investigate. 


Virginia Hisetcricnl lagazine, XLI, p.41-49 
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June 23, 1746. Indenture between Tilman Weaver and Jacob 
Holtzolaw of Hemiiton Parish to John Wright and Joseph 
Blackwell, Gent., fo 62h-8-0 a tract of land for tho use 


"of the Glebe, on Jeremiah Darnel and the German Roling 
Road. Aoreage no 


t+ given, 
Prince Williem Deed Bke I, pe 127 
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Next Sunday, April 26, at @ point on 
Virginia Route 3 midway between Cul- 
peper and Fredericksburg, a stone 

we Marker will be unveiled at the site 
of Germanna, first settlement in 1714, 
of a group of German familics spon- 
sored by Governor Spotswood for pro- 
tection of the frontier and the develop- 
arent of an iron industry. The accom- 
panying account was written by C. H. 
Huffman, of the English faculty at 
Madison College. i 


By Charles Herbert Huffman 
Special to The Times-Dispatch 


[8 THE stony ‘of every community are 
ineidents that stand out boldly. One 
such occurred in 1713 in the Nassau-Siegen 
area of Germany. The Reformed congrega- 
tion there, which still maintains a “vigorous 
existence,” was then already an old, firmly- 
established one, with roots deep in refor- 
mation tradition. Excitement among them 
was caused by a letter from Governor 
‘Alexander Spotswood, transmitted through 
his friend Baron de Graffenried, inviting a 
select group of master miners and skilled 
liron workers to come to Virginia. 

The invitation was electrifying. To 
eccept the bid meant turning their back on 
religious bigotry and economic instability 
and following the beckoning lure of Graf- 
fenried's ‘bright vision: “What’a glorious 
(country it js, how cheap, what liberty, what 
large growth, good business, rich mines, 
and other good things it has.” 

But’ it was neither intolerance nor 
insecurity that impelled them to leave. 
Rather, their motive was vocational and 
economic, Forty-two enterprising persons 
accepted the challenge, (That is 42 person's 
arrived in America, ‘There is evidence, how- 
ever, that their number was larger when 
they left Germany.) Ten years later, in 
America, affidavits of record prove the 
colony was then composed of the following 
12 families, the pastor’s making a thir- 
teenth: 


The Father of His 
Melcherd Brumback 
beth; John Camper (émper) and his wife 
acice Kgl Joseph Cuntz (Coons), his 
wife Kathrina, their son John and daughter 
Kathrina; Harmon Fishback and his wife 
(Kathrina: John Fishback and hig wife 
FAgnes; Peter Hitt (Heide) and his~wife 
Elizabeth; John Hoffman ‘and his wife 
Kaj Jacob , Holtzclaw, 


a jaca Rector his wife 
Spill: 


ws 


SPotsicood’s Colony of Metalcorkers Will Be. 
At Site of Their Settlement in 17. I 
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Marker will be unveiled at 
site of Germanna Church. 


man and his wife Mary; Tillman Weaver 
and his mother Anna. 

At the center of this community was the 
pastor's family, the Rev. Henry Haeger 
and his wife, Anna Catherina, He was 
described by his colleagues as “worthy and 
learned.” Having been thoroughly trained 
in medical science and in theology, he 
became at once the (rusted doctor, both of 
their bodies and of their souls; and having 
already served a quarter-century in the 
Siegen chureh as their teacher and pastor, 
he held their highest respect and devotion. 
‘Three of his daughters, Agnes, Anna and 
Elizabeth married ,respectively, three of 
the immigrants, namely John Fishback, 
John Hoffman, and John Jacob Rector. 
‘Thus Pastor Haeger became the ancestor of 
many distinguished ‘Americans, among 
whom were five statesmen, Governors of 
their respective States in the nineteenth 
century. James Lawson Kemper, a descen- 
dant, was Governor of Virginia from 1874 
to 1878. 

The emigrants were so eager to begin 


his wifey their new Jife that they did nop wait for 
‘Margaret;tahd their two ‘song John and? °-ordets to 
2John Joseph Martin and hls wife,” 


depart from the Fatherland. In a 
dithet, they crossed the channel, but upon 
Rarrival coral ations arose and they were 

ble 48 talce pass: 


gs. ‘Theirs Was a reste on Sundays.) 


a 


Virginia shores in April, 1714. 

They were warmly welcomed by ¢ 
nor Spotswood, who willingly paid 
passage fares, and who for a time subs! 
them at his own expense. At once 1 


ind 
contented 
shed to take 

“they might _ 


jeultifate the soil for | 


First, he persuaded the Assembly to create 
exclusively for them, the hew Germain’ 
parish of St. George and to forbid hunting, 
by others, within five miles of the outel 

boundaries, Second, he induced the Jaw: “moving ‘there 
makers to relieve them of the usual “head ‘¢/removal, and planning 
tax,” an exemption twice renewed. Third, flife was @ sure sign o! 
he dia not bind them to indentured aervi-' built new homes, « n 
tude, but permitted them always to remain" and plobably “2 nes 
free men. Fourth, with the immigrante’ aid; foundry, Thelr new 
he set about promptly to construct a stock- 

ade for them and to build inside it a block: 
house for the protection, of their homes. 
But they used the blockhouse for wofship, 
once each weckday, twice each Sunday. 
‘Thus Spotswood's provision for war became’ 
their medium for peace and the first 
German Reformed Church in America. 
‘They named their village Germanna in 
honor of Germany and of Good Queen 
Anne. (The site of Germanna is on State 
Route No. 3. It ia on the left, as one 
travels east from Culpeper to Fredericks- 


burg). 
Fontaine Describes the Place serving a 1! 
\ tallsjused by this wr 


In the Fall of 1715 John Fontaine, French 
Huguenot traveler, visited them and left gpeneene. 4 
the only contemporary, eye-witness de- ee il 
scription of their “town” known to us. In ord ind from thi 
his diary, under the dates, Nov. 20-21 of) Fatplax’ Harrison, Vi 
1715, he rote: 


WIth] 8. glint of, Aron 


“Until the westward 
Senility, and the Re' 
solved their unity. 


Twelve Cluste 


" Tthis easy enough | 
Reichél’s dry humo: 
through Germantown 
<“When one is in the 
y the is?” The 12 
eomfpoted each of a he 
> were dotted at 
Bear] ‘24 miles long b 


was made te the Germans, and about six.” Weaver homestead c 
wo artived at the German settlement, We » termined; other deta! 
went immediately to the minister's house, ever, are Jess easily | 
2ist ... We walked about the town, which = concerned only with 
is palisaded with stakes stuck in the’ who were invited by : 
ground, and laid close the one to the other, © Virginia and who 4! 
and of a substance to bear out a musket 1714, For other Germ 
shot. There are but nine families, and they (some years later, ¥ 
have nine houses, built all in a line; and 5) them,” and who rems 
before every house, about 20 feet distiiit’ after “Our Colony” I 
from jt, they have small sheds built, for. 

their hogs and hens, so that hog-sties : ‘and, 4 
houses make 4 street. The place that iat ir 
paled in is a pentagon, very regulatly aid’, 
out; and in the very center there is a block- 
house, made with five sides, which answer act ‘of Churct 
to the five sides of the gread inclosure;y «| ly they observed 
there are loopholes through it, from which, J as carefully 
you may see all the inside af. the inclogyre %. Ty Ainggn secular s 
‘They make use of this Bloc dass ek 

ine service. They go to prayers 
stantly once a day, and have two sermon: 


= they mined ore, built 
and manufactured iron. Their 
‘was undoubtedly aggressive. 
jclent, industrious, and frugal, 
‘contented and prosperous but 
héd,to take up land of their own 
{héy might work the mines and 

» Soil for themselves, Not being 
do so here, they sought else- 
fand found a large tract that pleased 
Hin “what ls now Fauquier County. 
a glint of iron in their eyes, they 


rhe 
ned by Goversiia® 

sly paid their Dyythey 
time eubsisted “= they 


‘moving there about 1720, Their 

4nd planning for a new phase of 
mnewed. Third, | life was a sire sign of their maturity. They 
entured servi. _ bullt'new:homes, a new church and school, 
vays to rema’ iplobably “a new iron furnace and 
migrants’ aid, foundry, ‘Their new village they named 
struct a stock. Gel 1, and their new church Licking 
side it a block- Rum, Here they prospered for many years 

their homes. ‘unti] the Westward immigration, their 
¢ for worship, senility, ind; the Revolutionary War dis- 
each Sunday, Solved their unity. 


or, wersbecame, ‘Twelve Clusters of Fam 


and the first 
in America. "It lis easy enough to understand Bishop 
Germanna in Reichel’s dry humor when he, passing 
Goof Queen throjgh Germantown in 1780 remarked: 
aa ig on State “When one Is in the town one asks where 
» left, as one, the. is?” The 12 clusters of buildings, 
to Fredericks. Camfosed each of a house and utility struc- 
~ tureg were dotted about over a vast area 

‘arty 24 milea long by 14 wide, each set of 


he Place gerving a 150 acre farm. The de- 

“ taitglused by this writer in attempting to 
tale, Zrene the scene in the accompanying 
them and left {hes have been taken mostly from 
ye-witness - de- 1 gources—wills, deeds, and court 
own to Us. IN ord d from the research papers of 
Nov. 20-21 of! jax Harrison, Willis Miller Kemper, 

SY) and pthers.,The location of the grist mill, 
a bridge that. the furnace and foundry, and the 


and about six. Weaber homestead can be accurately de- 
iettlement. We. termined; other @ctails of the scene, how- 
nister’s house, _ ever, are less easily fixed. (This article is 
xe town, which = concerned only with the first, 42 persons 
stuck in the © who were invited by Spotswood to come to 
e to the other, © Virginia and who arrived in Virginia in 
out a musket 1714, For other German families who came 
ilies, and they “»some years Iater, who “set down near 


ptactical demonstration of complete 

aration of Church and State. Scrupu- 

ly they observed the public laws, but 
carefully they refrained from 

; dn secular and ccclesiastical poli- 
lors ni Part-whatever in-the 
w+ Pavangéllelic revival of the eighteenth 

: " an Reformed colonists 
ver proselyters; hence the Estab- 
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Germanna stockade, as described by John Fontaine, after a visit 


in 1715, 


is pictured by C. H. Huffman after a study of old records. 


1720-1775 
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GERMANTOWN 


Germantéwn, in Fauquier County, was founded by thirteen families 
after five years at Germanna, and flourished until time of Rev olution. 


lished Church of Virginia did not restrain 
them, but it did benevolently permit them 
to pursue the tenor of their way. They 
were zealous, but not narrow zealots, They 
were pious, but not Pietists. In the practice 
of their religion, if one may paraphrase 
“Guvenor BY 

“They drew their furrer straight 

And into nobody's tater-patch poked.” 

‘This wise and prudent discretion ante- 
dated Jefferson's Statute for Religious 
Freedom in Virginia and the Federal Co 
stitution by more than half a centu 
‘Toleration had not been granted to them; 
it had been won by them, 

At Germantown,-they createfl-an almost 
perfect demonstration of rugged Amefican 
individualism,’ tempered | by enlightened 
group interests common to all. These 12 


immigrant families patented here an area 
of 1,800 acres, shared equally the cost of 
perfecting the title, and divided equally the 
immense tract by lot. Again sharing the 
cost equally, they set aside a choice 10-aci 
plot for the support and enjoyment of their 
pastor, Rev. Henry Haeger, who ministered 
to all impartially, Their gristmill, iron 
furnace and forge, their church and school 
were community projects. Here was prace 
ticed, with balanced emphasis on each, in- 
dividualism and the general welfare. 

The character and genius of the Siegen- 
lans are inextricably interwoven in the 
fabric of our State and nation, It was 
they who furnished the skill for our first 
mining operations and who pointed the ¥ 
unerringly to the subsequent development, 
of our great iron industry. 


